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Profile 
Lois Salamonsen received her BSc (honours) degree in Biochemistry from Otago 
University in New Zealand and her PhD from Monash University, Australia.  Her 
thesis examined blastocyst-endometrial interactions in the sheep during early 
pregnancy, using a proteomic approach.  During the 1990’s she developed a model 
for mechanisms underlying normal and abnormal uterine bleeding, which 
emphasized the roles of matrix metalloproteinases and leukocytes. This has been 
extended by recent studies on chemokines and their roles in endometrial remodelling 
and trophoblast invasion. In addition, the laboratory has focused on uterine 
receptivity for embryo implantation with an emphasis on identifying new targets for 
contraception: among the important targets under current investigation are pro-
protein convertase 6 and interleukin 11.  The laboratory was the first to identify and 
clone a new member of the HtrA family of proteases, HtrA3, and to demonstrate its 
strong expression pattern during placentation.    
 
The laboratory is currently funded by peer-reviewed grants from NHMRC, NIH, 
CONRAD/CICCR, Monash IVF and ScheringAG.  Prof Salamonsen has published 
>160 papers and review articles.  She was a member of the Rockefeller/WHO 
Initiative on Implantation and Once-a-month Methods for Contraception, is a 
consultant to the Human Reproductive Program of WHO and a member of the 
Schering AG Initiative on Implantation.  She is a member of a number of editorial 
boards, including the top ranked journals in the field of Reproductive Biology and 
Endocrinology, and has served on NHMRC committees, including grant review and 
career awards panels.  She currently serves as President of the Society for 
Reproductive Biology (Australasia: 2004-2006). 
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